Totoras
General Overview
•

Background:

Totoras is located in the Chimborazo province of
Ecuador. It has a population of 2,222 making it
the second largest community in the canton of
Alausi.
The population is comprised of 47%
males and 53% females. Out of the entire population, 46% are children under the age of 18.

Students in Totoras

Totoras is split into four neighbourhoods, or sectors. Two of these sectors have educational centres: Llullin, whose school is in Spanish, and La
Pampa, whose school is in Kichwa. Free The
Children has made a commitment to work with
both Llullin and La Pampa which will help facilitate dialogue between the different sectors
within Totoras and bring both out of the cycle of
poverty.

•

School Enrollment:

There are 558 primary school students enrolled
in school between the two sectors in Totoras.

•

Literacy:

The illiteracy rate stands at 31 per cent for
women and 24 per cent for men.

The Community of Totoras

Education
There are only two schools within a 10 km radius
of Totoras. At the Hispanic school, two classrooms which accommodate the youngest children
are in very bad condition and need to be replaced. Currently, at the Bilingual school, the
classrooms being used for the upper grades are
very small and do not provide adequate space to
accommodate all of the students. In order for
the school to offer the full high school program,
more space is required so that various workshops and hands-on classes can be held. Free
The Children will be working with both schools to
build new classrooms and rehabilitate existing
ones.

Old Classroom in Llullin

Health, Water and Sanitation
The community of Totoras faces many challenges
that prevents children from receiving quality education, one of them being poor health.
The closest health centre in the community is only
accessible to the immediate family of those who
have registered employment. Everyone else must
travel for one hour or more to far away communities just to see a doctor.

The new Free The Children school in La Pampa

Students from Llullin, Totoras

At the schools in Totoras, because there is not a
dining hall, the children have to eat outside and
sit on the ground in poor conditions. In addition,
the number of latrines in the school is insufficient
for the number of students and they are not
equipped with running water.
While the community does have an existing water
system, the water is not treated and comes directly from the soil. On a household level, the majority of the houses do have water in their homes,
but on average, 7 days a month there is no water
forcing them walk to the main water source in the
community. There are water taps in each school
but again, the water is not treated so can be a
source of water-borne disease or illness. The lack
of clean water in the community has negative effects on the children. On average, all children under five years of age have diarrhoea once or twice
a month which lasts 3-5 days.

Alternative Income
The average family income in Totoras is $100 per
month. Several children work within the home in
agriculture, taking care of younger siblings, and
taking care of the animals. As a result of limited
economic opportunities in Totoras, this community suffers from a high rate of migration. At the
age of 12, many boys go to the city with their fathers to work which prevents them from completing their education. The majority of men above
18 also go to the city for better work opportunities
and salary. Most women do not receive a salary
due to the nature of their activities such as home
chores, and taking care of the land and animals.

Students in their new classroom!

